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Due to the popularity of our annual walk to St. Peter’s 
Island event, we hosted three walks in 2019. This 
included a members-only walk we held in September. 

Throughout the summer, INT has been working with the 
Abegweit Conservation Society to monitor forest birds 
and manage invasive species in the DeRoche Pond area. 

INT staff installed nest 
boxes in 4 wetland natural 
areas this summer. Almost 
all boxes were occupied 
during the summer season. 

In late August, INT partnered with The 
Nature Conservancy of Canada to conduct a 
shoreline cleanup of the Murray Islands. 
Photo by Stephen DesRoches. 

Above: In May, INT staff worked with 
students from Westisle High School 
to clear trails and install signage in 
the Kildare Forest Natural Area 

Below: In August, INT staff observed 
a buff-breasted sandpiper, a rarity 
for PEI. Photo by Vicki Johnson. 

Earlier in September, staff 
from Sekisui Diagnostics 
helped INT plant trees in our 
Bristol Creek Natural Area. 

Conservation Guardian, Mike Salter, 
captured this leopard frog in our Jenkins 
Complex Natural Area in August.  
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Supporter Profile 

“...the drawing of happiness from landscapes both large and small ” 

- from Robert Macfarlane's The Wild Places 

The vistas over Malpeque Bay are iconic, drawing people 

from near and far for centuries, even millennia. When 

Duncan and Diana McNeill searched for a summer home 

back in 2005, they found the ideal view overlooking the 

bay just minutes away from Cabot Beach Provincial Park. 

To the north sat Montgomery House on Fox Point of the 

Lucy Maud Montgomery lineage. To the south lay Prince-

town Point, once a mecca of shipbuilding. The McNeills 

looked forward to discovering the Island, exploring beach-

es, back roads and trails and playing some well-known golf 

courses. What they soon discovered was an abundance of 

rich bird life and wildflowers awaiting them just outside 

their cottage. 

Here, in the words of the McNeills, is a window into their decision to donate land: 

“We spend over four months at our cottage from early June to mid October and during that period we observe the many 

different species of birds that inhabit our neighbourhood. Especially rewarding is the colourful bobolink with its cheerful song, 

a bird we had never seen before. Many years ago, a dear old friend introduced us to birdwatching in and around Montreal 

where we live most of the year. We never acquired his expertise but he instilled in us a new dimension, the pleasure of being in 

the woods and green spaces. When we described the bird life out here, he was so interested, particularly that there were bob-

olinks in the fields. He told us that we were especially lucky as the bobolink’s habitat was disappearing due to extensive farm-

ing and development – very different from when he was a boy. 

Last summer the parcel of land between our cottage and the Bay came up for 

sale. This property is all grassland and home to several bird species. We were 

concerned that any activity or development on this land might disturb their 

habitat and might also interfere with our view. We had joined INT a few years 

earlier. We agreed with its objectives and philosophy so it wasn't a big stretch 

to make the decision to buy the 11-acre parcel and donate it to the INT. Our 

daughter and her family supported our decision and so it gives us added pleas-

ure to think of them enjoying this wild space for years to come. Our 6-year-old 

granddaughter is already looking through binoculars identifying the resident 

birds; and she likes filling up the bird baths so the song sparrows and robins 

can splash away! We are very happy to have been able to entrust the care of 

this special piece of land to the INT.” 

We are so grateful to Duncan and Diana, who have enabled us to begin anoth-

er new journey in this, our fortieth year. Princetown Grasslands Natural Area is 

our very first natural area where the majority of the land will be managed to 

support a species at risk: the bobolink. As Henry Beston writes in The Northern 

Farm: “From branches of nearby trees, from fence posts, from some swaying 

weed top, from the living air, the bobolink song pours downward through space like the sounds of some musical waterfall.” 

Now, here on Malpeque Bay, there is some space for the bobolink to sing as long as they wish! 

Duncan & Diana McNeill: Lovers of Landscapes 

Duncan and Diana’s granddaughter exploring the 
Princetown grasslands 

INT staff and directors celebrating the Princetown Grasslands Natural 
Area with land donors, Duncan and Diana McNeill (centre), and their 

friend, Shirley (left of centre).  
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New Acquisitions Contribute to Conservation of Malpeque Bay 
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In March, we set a goal of acquiring 1,000 additional acres in 

this, our 40th anniversary year. We have steadily been making 

progress on this goal and we are excited to share two of our 

most recent acquisitions, which will contribute to ongoing con-

servation initiatives in PEI’s Malpeque Bay. 

The first is a 5-acre addition to our existing Courtin Island Natu-

ral Area. The Mi’kmaq call Courtin Island Kji-mniku / Ewle'jkl 

Mniku'l, meaning “Great Island or Chief's Island” (Mi’kmaq 

Confederacy of PEI, Traditional Use Map). The island covers 

271 acres, of which 206 acres (76%) is now owned and protect-

ed by INT.  

Courtin Island is one of five islands in Malpeque Bay, which is a hotbed for birdlife. Every year, the bay provides a 

stopover site for thousands of shorebirds and waterfowl during their spring and fall migrations. Malpeque Bay is 

internationally recognized as both an Important Bird Area (IBA), by BirdLife International, and a Wetland of Inter-

national Significance, under the RAMSAR Convention. IBAs are places of significance for the conservation of birds 

and biodiversity. This includes areas that host threatened birds, large groups of birds, and birds restricted by range 

and/or habitat. The RAMSAR Convention was fully adopted in Canada in 1981. Malpeque Bay is one of 35 designat-

ed sites in Canada, and the only site in PEI.  

While neither IBA or RAMSAR designation provides legally-binding 

protection on their own, both initiatives embody the commitment 

made by governing bodies to protect important bird conservation 

and wetland sites. Furthermore, these designations compliment 

other protective measures (like INT-ownership) and provide justifi-

cation for further protective measures in the bay. 

Our second acquisition is a 12.6-acre parcel in Princetown, over-

looking Malpeque Bay. This property, 

which is highlighted on page 2, will be 

managed to remain largely as grass-

land and a permanent refuge for the 

threatened bobolink and other grassland-nesting species. The acquisition of this prop-

erty will complement the work we have been doing, to assist farmers and rural land-

owners to modify farming practices for bird conservation, since 2013 with our Farm-

land Birds Program.  

We are so pleased to add these two properties to our natural area portfolio in our 40th 

year. Although they are quite different in geography and composition, each property 

will play an important role in conservation initiatives already underway in Malpeque 

Bay. 

“...the drawing of happiness from landscapes both large and small ” 

- from Robert Macfarlane's The Wild Places 

A male bobolink perched on a 
spruce tree in INT’s new Prince-

town Grassland Natural Area 

Montgomery House, adjacent to our Princetown Grasslands 
Natural Area, overlooking Malpeque Bay 

INT Stewardship Coordinator, Julie-Lynn Zahavich, taking in a 
view of the rich forest during a visit to Courtin Island in July 2018. 
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Featured Contributor 

2020 Heron Raffle 

Dave Broderick of Alber-
ton carved and painted 
this beautiful Great Blue 
Heron! Every year, Dave 
donates a heron for us to 
raffle and raise funds for 
natural area protection 
and stewardship. 

Raffle tickets for our 
heron are $5 or 5 for $20.  

The draw will take place 
at the Island Nature Trust 
office on May 8th, 2020. 

Tickets are available now 
at the INT office in the 
Ravenwood building on the Experimental Farm in 
Charlottetown, or by calling 892-7513 

You could win this hand-carved 
and painted Great Blue Heron! 

Iain Crowell is INT’s Steward-

ship Technician. He has also 

worked on our Piping Plover Pro-

gram, and regularly assists with 

other INT projects.  Iain is a recent 

graduate of Mount Allison Universi-

ty in Sackville, where he completed 

a BSc in Environmental Studies . 

Megan Harris, Executive Director 

exdir@islandnaturetrust.ca 
 

Barb McDonald, Executive Assistant  

admin@islandnaturetrust.ca 
 

Shannon Mader, Species-at-Risk Coordinator 

Currently on maternity leave 
 

Vicki Johnson, Piping Plover Coordinator 

plover@islandnaturetrust.ca 
 

Leanne Tol, Farmland Birds Coordinator 

landbirds@islandnaturetrust.ca 

 

Julie-Lynn Zahavich, Stewardship Coordinator 

julielynn@islandnaturetrust.ca 

It has been over a week since Hurricane Dorian swept over PEI, leaving 
hundreds of downed trees and power lines. Many Islanders were left 
without power for several days and many more are still working to clear 
downed branches and other debris; but the damage here seems minor 
compared to the destruction Dorian caused in The Bahamas just days 
prior to striking PEI.  

Dorian ripped through The Bahamas starting on September 1st as a cate-
gory 5 hurricane. Sustained wind speeds up to 295 km/hr were docu-
mented, and it’s thought that Dorian was the most powerful hurricane in 
The Bahamas’ recorded history. Tens of thousands of Bahamians are 
without food and water, as houses, harbours, and towns were left 
flattened. Dorian has claimed 50 lives so far, but this number is expected 
to rise as hundreds are still missing.  

The impacts of Hurricane Dorian on the Bahamian people are hard to 
fathom, and our thoughts have been with those affected since the storm. 
However, the destruction of Dorian is not all that connects us to the Car-
ibbean nation - we are also connected through our work with the endan-
gered piping plover.  

Thanks to the banding study, initiated in 2013 by Environment & Climate 
Change Canada, we know that The Bahamas play an important role in the 
lives of piping plovers that nest in Atlantic Canada. For banded Atlantic 
birds whose wintering areas have been identified, about 60% are using 
The Bahamas to overwinter. The most important islands for our piping 
plovers, and some of the hardest hit by Dorian, are North Andros, Abaco, 
Berry Islands and Grand Bahama, Eleuthera and South Andros.  

While we know many beaches used by wintering plovers were destroyed, 
it is impossible to know the full extent of how Hurricane Dorian will im-
pact our piping plovers. As we wait to find out, our conservation partners 
with the Abaco Piping Plover Watch have posted a few glimmers of hope 
in the last couple of days - five individual birds have been resighted post-
Dorian. 

The resiliency of these small shorebirds is incredible, so too is the 
strength and resiliency of our Bahamian conservation partners. They will 
be in our thoughts in the coming weeks and months, as they start to re-
build their homes and lives.  

To support the recovery efforts underway in The Bahamas, please consid-
er giving to the Bahamas-based organization, HeadKnowles, who have 
been providing hurricane relief since 2015 after Hurricane Joaquin. For 
more information, please visit their website: headknowlesbahamas.com 
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Volunteer Profile 

Remembering Father Charles Cheverie: Teacher, Friend, INT Supporter 

Father Charlie Cheverie, who passed away August 31st, 2019, will be remembered 

with great fondness by all those he came in contact with. For over 60 years, he 

served as a priest, teacher and a leader of the community. 

Father Charlie was born in 1932 in Charlottetown. He earned a Bachelor of Arts 

from St. Dunstan's University in 1953, a Licence in Theology from Holy Heart Semi-

nary, and was ordained to the Roman Catholic Diocese of Charlottetown in 1957. 

He also had a Master’s of Science and Ph.D. in Biology from the Catholic University 

of America, and spent many years teaching biology at St. Dunstan's University and 

then UPEI, retiring in 1997, but continuing to serve as Chaplain at UPEI. During his 

teaching career he also served as the parish priest in Covehead, P.E.I. He received 

several awards during his career, including the Rotary Mentor Award and the Or-

der of P.E.I. He is also a Paul Harris Fellow, was made Professor Emeritus with UP-

EI, and was named a UPEI Founder in 2009. 

In addition to his impressive career achievements, Father Charlie was also a talent-

ed fiddler and was a staple in the Island fiddling community. He encouraged many 

young people to pick up the instrument, and was involved in the revival of tradi-

tional fiddling in PEI. 

Father Charlie had a close relationship with Island Nature Trust. He was a member for many years, a generous donor, and served on 

the board of directors from 2000 – 2006. Barb McDonald, Executive Assistant at INT, described him as “a great listener at meetings – a 

tad quiet – but when he gave his opinion or advice, people paid attention to his guidance and thoughts.” 

We spoke to some of those who knew Father Charlie well, and below is a collection of their thoughts – providing a glimpse of the posi-

tive impact he’s had on so many people throughout his many years.  

Father Charlie sharing  a tune on his fiddle.  
Photo submitted by Rosie MacFarlane. 

“Father Charlie was both a mentor and friend to many of us over the past 50 years. Besides his many duties as a Roman Catholic 
priest and a professor of biology at SDU and UPEI, he was co-leader of the trout population surveys on the Dunk River, served on and 
contributed to the Daryl Guignion-Ian MacQuarrie Graduate Scholarship in Science at UPEI and other initiatives, was a Board mem-
ber and donor to the Island Nature Trust, helped conserve and thoroughly enjoyed old time fiddling on PEI, and, when time afforded 
it, was an avid trout and salmon fisher.”  

- Dan McAskill 
 

“Father Charlie was the kindest and classiest man I ever met.  He was a very patient instructor when he taught me to fly fish on the 
Morell River in 1991. One of his favourite fishing locations was Indian Bridge - he loved to fish downstream from the bridge at dark 
when the large trout would become active. The Fortune River was near and dear to his heart.  Father Charlie loved to eat and he 
looked forward to his rum cake every Christmas.  There will never be another Father C.”  

- Rosie MacFarlane 
  

 “He was such a wonderful man who made everyone feel like they were the most special person he had ever met. I always loved the 
message on his answering machine that always ended with a slow, measured, but emphatic “…and you have a real good day”.  

- Jackie Waddell 
 

 “He was instrumental in getting me involved with the Island Nature Trust, as well as helping me to find rivers and ponds around the 
Island to study in my work as an aquatic entomologist. I learned something new every time we talked!”  

- Donna Giberson 
 

“Father Charlie was one of those rare creatures: a truly good person.  Not because he was a priest, or an educator, or an entertainer, 
or any of the other epithets that could be applied.  Because that's who he was, in every fibre of his being.  And I think everyone who 
met him was better off for having done so.”  

- Kate MacQuarrie 
 

“When in university I worked for Father Charlie as a summer student collecting insects, as well as taking several of the biology cours-
es he taught.  Wow, no one feel asleep in his class.  He was such an excellent teacher that he was recognized by the Rotary Club of 
Charlottetown Royalty for its Mentor Award in 1997.  He was an individual who left his mark in many fields.”  

- Diane Griffin 
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Prince Edward Island’s beautiful, white sand beaches and dunes have long drawn tourists from around the world. But our 

beaches are more than a summer destination for sun worshippers, they are home to nesting birds and mammals, and an array 

of rare and uncommon plants. Beach-dune ecosystems are what make PEI ecologically unique!  

With funding from Bird Studies Canada and Nature Canada, INT has developed a two-sided factsheet with information on our 

vulnerable beach ecosystems and how to care for them. This is part of a new campaign launched this summer, called ‘Walking 

Lightly’. 

What is the ‘Walking Lightly’ campaign? 

The Walking Lightly campaign provides access to best management practices for beach users, to help protect the structure 

and function of our beach and dune ecosystems, while also providing a glimpse into what makes these spaces so special. 

Who is the target audience for the campaign? 

The target audience for the Walking Lightly campaign are beach users, particularly those transient beach users who are visiting 

our Island and may not be familiar with how to responsibly visit our shores. We hope to reach this group by engaging local 

tourism operators. 

The Walking Lightly campaign has been a success already, with the Islands East Tourism Group having distributed over 600 

sheets through their operators this summer. We hope to engage more operators over the fall and winter, and eventually we 

would love to see Walking Lightly information sheets in every tourism information centre and tourism accommodation in the 

2020 summer season. 

What information does the pamphlet include? 

The information sheet highlights several ways that beach users can minimize their impacts to our beaches and dunes. These 

include keeping vehicles off the dunes, keeping pets on a leash and below the high tide line, and leaving the beach in the same 

(hopefully pristine) condition as when you found it. With our shorelines being visited and used more than ever before, it is 

increasingly important that we minimize our impacts in every way possible. While adhering to these practices are second na-

ture to many Islanders, visitors are often less aware of the damaging impacts they can have on these delicate ecosystems if 

they are not ‘walking lightly’. 

How can I get a copy of the Walking Lightly factsheet for my rental cottage? 

We have English and French versions of our Walking Lightly factsheet available. We can provide both versions in PDF format,  

or we can make laminated paper copies available as well. If you would like more information about the Walking Lightly cam-

paign, get in touch via telephone or email! 

Walking Lightly in PEI’s Coastal Ecosystems 
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Notes & News 

Learning and Adventure Opportunities with INT this Fall! 

Other Upcoming Nature Events 
Oct 1st— Nature PEI Meeting—The impact of Free-roaming Cats on Wildlife, Environment, and Human Health (Nature PEI Event)— Dr. 
Dave McRuer, Wildlife Health Specialist with Parks Canada and based at the Atlantic Veterinary College (AVC), will be the guest speaker for 
the meeting which starts at 7:30 pm at Beaconsfield’s Carriage House, corner of West and Kent, Charlottetown.  

Oct 13th— Autumn in the Forest (Macphail Woods Event)— Join the folks at Macphail Woods Ecological Project for an autumn walk in the 
woods, looking at both plants and animals. This is a great outing for people of all ages. Event starts at 2 pm. 

Nov 5th— Forty Years of Protecting PEI’s Natural Areas (Nature PEI Event)— INT’s Executive Director, Megan Harris, will be the guest 
speaker for the meeting which starts at 7:30 pm at Beaconsfield’s Carriage House, corner of West and Kent, Charlottetown.  

Dec 2nd — Pre-Order Deadline for Mammals of PEI — This new book provides an in-depth guide to the Island’s terrestrial and marine 
mammals. Rooted in historical accounts and local research, this book illuminates the lives of PEI mammals large and small. Save 25% if you 
pre-order by December 2nd. Pre-order price is $40, taxes included. Visit naturepei.ca to find out how to pre-order your copy. 

Dec 3rd — Mammals of PEI Book Launch (Nature PEI Event)— Rosemary Curley will be Nature PEI’s guest speaker for the Society’s launch 
of the new book Mammals of PEI and Adjacent Marine Waters co-authored by Pierre-Yves Daoust, Donald F. McAlpine, Kimberly Riehl, 
and Dan McAskill. Meeting starts at 7:30 pm at Beaconsfield, the Carriage House, corner of West and Kent Street, Charlottetown.   

This fall, we are excited to be sharing our successes, celebrating new natural areas, and offering 
some immersive learning and adventure opportunities. We hope you can join for one, two, or all 
of the following upcoming INT events! 

On September 19th at 7:00 pm, we are hosting our Annual General Meeting at the Beaconsfield 
Carriage House in Charlottetown.  The meeting will include a recap of last year’s activities, 
presentation of the Hon. J. Angus MacLean Natural Areas Award, election of new board mem-
bers, and a presentation by Dr. Sonya Richmond and her partner Sean Morton. Sonya and Sean 
are walking 24,000 km across Canada to connect families, youth, and individuals to nature 
through birding. They will share some stories from the trail, as well as some of the strategies 
they are using to encourage youth and others to participate in conservation. Everyone is wel-
come to attend! 

Birders across the Island are getting ready for our 25th Annual Bennett Birding Classic, a joint activity between INT and Nature PEI, 
which is set to take place September 21st. “The Bennett” is a 24 hour, team birding event. Individuals make or join an existing 
team, collect pledges before and after the event, and then spend 24 hours searching for as many birds as possible in PEI. Birders 
collect valuable information on fall bird migration in PEI, and all funds raised go towards protecting bird habitat. And if you have a 
young birder looking to participate, they can join our Youth Bennett team, which will be looking for birds on the same date from 
9:00 am to 11:00 am in INT’s Jenkins Complex Natural Area in Mount Albion.  

The following weekend, on September 28th, we are celebrating our 40th (and Nature PEI’s 50th) in DeRoche Pond, INT’s oldest natu-
ral area. This event was originally scheduled for September 14th but was postponed due to impacts from Hurricane Dorian. The 
event will begin in the Blooming Point Beach parking lot at 10am, but activities will be taking place throughout the area. Activities 
will include guided nature walks, critter dipping, children’s games, canoe rides, and more! Everyone is welcome to attend and ad-
mission is by donation.   

Later in the fall, we will be offering some great opportunities to enjoy PEI’s beautiful fall colours as part of our Passport to Nature 
series. On October 19th, we will be leading a walk through our Acadian Marshes Natural Area in Alaska. The Acadian Marshes Nat-
ural Area lies along the Percival River, the only river in PEI that remains largely undeveloped. We will walk along the river and salt 
marsh, taking in the sights and sounds and discussing the natural and cultural history of the area. And on October 26 th, we will 
lead a walk through our MacKinnon’s Bog Natural Area in Cardross. Bogs are fascinating ecosystems and home to some of PEI’s 
most illusive plants. We will guide attendees through MacKinnon’s Bog, pointing out interesting natural features along the way. 
Registration is required for both of these walks and everyone is welcome to attend! 

If you would like more information on any of these or other INT events, please get in touch via telephone, email, or social media; 
or visit our upcoming events page (under Participate & Educate) on our website. See you soon! 

Sonya and Sean in Newfoundland, 
where their  walk across Canada began 



 

 

We are… 

Island Nature Trust is a non-profit, membership-

driven, private registered charity dedicated to 

permanent protection of natural areas in Prince 

Edward Island. We acquire lands through pur-

chase and donation for protection and help pri-

vate landowners protect their own properties 

through legislation and promotion of good land 

management practices. We also protect species-

at-risk, restore lands and undertake public na-

ture education.  

Donations and new members are always welcome. 

Contact Us: 

Ravenwood, Experimental Farm 
PO Box 265 
Charlottetown, PE 
C1A 7K4 
 

Phone: 902-892-7513 

Fax: 902-628-6331 

E-mail: admin@islandnaturetrust.ca 
 
 

Find Us Online: 

www.islandnaturetrust.ca 

Become an INT Member 

@peinaturetrust  

Island Nature Trust 
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islandnaturetrust 

Board of Directors 

Island Nature Trust is governed by a volun-

teer Board of Directors of 12 to 16 members. 

Each member serves up to two three-year 

terms. Board members participate in a num-

ber of committees that help guide the work 

of Island Nature Trust.  

 

Executive: 

June Jenkins Sanderson  President  

Laura Kell     Vice-President 

Rob MacKay    Treasurer 

Group Representatives: 

Linda Berko    Museum and Heritage Fdn. 

Gerald MacDougall  Nature PEI 

Keila Miller    PEI Wildlife Federation 

Kevin Teather   UPEI Biology Dept. 

Remaining Board Members: 

Joyce Dewar   

Adam Hood    

Carol Horne 

Jan Matejcek   

Michael Walsh    

Membership is integral to how Island Nature Trust works. We were founded by a small group of Islanders who 

saw the pressing need for an independent, private, action-oriented land trust. Our members continue to keep us 

grounded in the communities of Prince Edward Island, understanding rural histories, landscapes and local needs.  

For a small fee, you can become a member and contribute to the foundation of Island Nature Trust. Your mem-

bership gives us strength in numbers and shows governments, policy-makers, philanthropists and others that we 

are here to stay, stewarding land for wildlife and future generations. 

Membership categories include: Student ($10/yr), Single ($20/yr), Family ($25/yr) and Life member ($500). As a 
member, you can enjoy members-only events, first access to our quarterly newsletter, and access to our lending 

library at the INT office. 

To become a member, visit our website, give us a call, email, or stop in to our office in Charlottetown! 


