
Charles Dalton Natural Area 

The Charles Dalton Natural Area is 77.9 acres located in Nail Pond, Prince County, Prince Edward Island. 

The natural area comprises most of the northwest shore of the barrachois pond that lies behind the beach at 

Nail Pond, and includes low sand dunes as well as brackish wetland habitat. The natural area supports many 

rare plant species and adds to the connectivity of protected areas in Nail Pond. The Mi’kmaq name for the 

Nail Pond area is Niwejk, which means “a dry place” (Mi’kmaq Confederacy of PEI, Traditional Use Map). 

 

Acquisition and Legal Status 

The Charles Dalton Natural Area was formerly owned by Sir Charles Dalton. Dalton was a pioneer of the 

fox farming industry on PEI in the early 1900s and served as Lieutenant Governor of PEI from 1930 to 1933. 

The Charles Dalton Natural Area was acquired from six of Dalton’s grandchildren on December 13th, 1999, 

and designated under the PEI Natural Areas Protection Act on June 7th, 2000. Charles Dalton is profiled in 

Issue 137 (July 2017) of the Island Nature Trust Quarterly. 

 

Surrounding Land Use  

To the north of the Charles Dalton Natural Area is the Nail Pond Natural Area and Phee Shore Road. The 

Nail Pond Natural Area is owned and managed by the Province and Phee Shore Road provides access to Nail 

Pond Beach from Norway Road (Route 182). To the east is an extensive wetland area that includes a rich bar-

rachois pond. To the south is privately- and provincially-owned forests and wetlands and Upper Shore Road. 

The provincially-owned properties to the south are also NAPA-protected and are considered part of the Prov-

ince’s Nail Pond Natural Area. Upper Shore Road provides access to Nail Pond Beach from Route 14. To the 

west is the Northumberland Strait. 

 

Plant Community 

The Charles Dalton Natural Area is home to a rich community of plants. In 2017, the area was surveyed by 

an expert botanist from the Atlantic Canada Conservation Data Centre. Several rare species were recorded in 

this survey, including Loesel's Twayblade (Liparis loeselii), Slim-stemmed Reed Grass (Calamagrostis stric-

ta), Sage willow (Salix candida), and Lesser Bladderwort (Utricularia minor). Other more common species 

are also present in the natural area, including Bog Buckbean (Menyanthes trifoliata), Marsh Cinquefoil 

(Comarum palustre), Marsh Pea (Lathyrus palustris), Northern Blueflag Iris (Iris versicolor), and Tufted 

Loosestrife (Lysimachia thyrsiflora).  

 

 

http://www.islandnaturetrust.ca/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/INT-Newsletter-137-Jul-2017.pdf


Charles Dalton Natural Area 

Wildlife Community 

Many avian species use the Charles Dalton Natural Area. Red-winged blackbirds, swamp sparrows, and song 

sparrows can often be seen using cattails as song perches. We would ask that you stick to the beach and not walk 

through this natural area, as Nelson’s sparrows and other ground-nesting birds have been seen building their nests 

here. Green frogs and leopard frogs have also been observed using the natural area. In general, back dunes are 

structurally and functionally fragile places; the vegetation is sensitive to foot traffic and we recommend admiring 

them from their edges! 

 

Access 

The Charles Dalton Natural Area can be accessed from the north and the south. From the north, it can be ac-

cessed using Phee Shore Road off of Norway Road (Route 182) in Norway. From the south, it can be accessed 

using Upper Shore Road off of Route 14 in Nail Pond. Once on Nail Pond Beach, the Charles Dalton Natural Ar-

ea can be viewed by walking along the shore to the outflow from Nail Pond. Where the outflow currently lies 

marks the approximate mid-point of the natural area. However, the location of the outflow is known to change 

periodically with the shifting sand dunes. Walk alongside the outflow to get to Nail Pond. The Charles Dalton 

Natural Area encompassed the western side of the pond. Please do not walk over the dune to access this natu-

ral area. Dune vegetation is very sensitive and patches of damaged vegetation can increase the dunes’ vulnerabil-

ity to erosion.  

The Charles Dalton Natural Area 

is represented in green in the map 

to the left. The surrounding Provin-

cially-owned Nail Pond Natural 

Area is represented in yellow.  


